




























 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

28 Sector strengths 

Connecting threads 

The Arc’s strengths are concentrated 
in innovation-led and highly productive 
sectors. They draw on a set of shared 
technologies, skills and assets. The 
Arc is determined to further deepen 
the connections between its priority 
sectors and innovation assets to 
deliver networked excellence. We have 
shown that connecting businesses, 
academia and clusters across industries 
stimulates new ideas, collaboration and 
technologies that have a dynamic effect 
on growth and productivity. We have 
the environment to develop, apply and 
test new solutions across other sector 
challenges and create efficiencies for 
businesses. The Arc has the ability to 
lead the UK as it drives further waves of: 

Green growth: securing low carbon 
solutions that minimise depletion of 
precious resources. 

Innovation-led growth: promoting 
technology and know-how to develop 
new products and processes that help 
solve the world’s greatest challenges. 

Inclusive growth: creating new 
opportunities for new talents to be 
harnessed which allow more people to 
realise their full potential and make a 
contribution to growth. 

Alongside the area’s innovation 
sector strengths, the Arc will continue 
to develop and support the cross-
sector collaboration among the area’s 
growing and enabling sectors, such as 
care, learning, logistics and the visitor 
economy. These crucial sectors provide 
employment opportunities for many 
and underpin the successes of the rest 
of our economy. 

These foundational sectors also have 
scope for huge transformation as 
technology and new business practices 
transform traditional business models. 
The Arc will harness innovation in 
technology rich sectors and apply this 
to mature industries to help them 
innovate and create new jobs. 
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A call for action 

The Arc has significant strengths and transformative 
economic potential. The Arc is the UK’s leading region for 
research, development and commercial exploitation of 
innovation. We have world-renowned assets, talent and a 
recognised track-record in globally significant discoveries 
and industrial breakthroughs. 

The Arc Leadership will pursue 
innovation-led growth to help solve 
major, urgent environmental, health and 
social challenges, and at the same time, 
drive UK competitiveness and 
local prosperity. 

We have established a vision for 
sustainable and inclusive growth that 
will be an exemplar of net zero and net 
gain approaches and have assembled a 
partnership to harness the assets that 
together make the Arc the UK’s obvious 
choice for investment in future growth. 

This economic prospectus sets out 
our plan to work with UK government 
to make the UK a world-leader in new 
technology and industries in zero-carbon 
aviation, space, life sciences, future 
mobility and energy. With investment, 
we can better connect and realise the 
potential of the critical mass of assets 
and know-how created by our area’s 
people, businesses and institutions. We 
aim to be a testbed for new ways of living 
and working including by demonstrating 
net zero and net gain are achievable and 
economically beneficial. This will unlock 
the connected potential across our sector 
strengths to propel the Arc and the 
UK into an era of global growth at the 
vanguard of innovation. 

The Arc’s economic potential is great 
but we are very early in the life cycle 
of regional maturity. We now need 
government backing and investment 
from across Whitehall to help us clearly 
establish our nationally significant 
status and to develop robust and 
committed investment channels so that 
we may upgrade critical parts of our 
infrastructure and to secure the future 
competitive edge of our knowledge 
assets. 

We can bring forward our energy and our 
vision, we can unlock co-investment and 
we can deliver success, but we need full 
government backing to do so. 

In partnership with the government, 
the Arc can double its economy by 2050 
to over £200bn. With committed and 
sustained support, this can be achieved 
through science, technology and high 
value manufacturing, which will drive 
green, inclusive and innovation-led 
growth supporting our local communities, 
the country and the world. We will be an 
exemplar for other regions in the UK with 
the investment here spreading benefits 
across the UK as a whole. 

The Oxford to Cambridge Arc is a 
genuine global asset and a national 
investment priority. With determined 
leadership and financial backing, the 
Arc can deliver for the UK. 
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